
How big vision projects and fundraising leaders can unite communities

Could anyone have predicted the events of the last few 
months and the great changes, uncertainties and divisions 
they have unleashed?

We doubt it.

More importantly, whichever side of the fence you happen to 
be on in an increasingly divided world, does anyone have a 
plan to harness society’s resources to meet our responsibility 
of making the world a better place for future generations?

We may, at least, have some positive thoughts about that.

Everyday in our fundraising practice we work alongside 
inspirational and enterprising volunteer leaders - from all walks 
of life and political, ideological and religious backgrounds - who 
are committed to making a difference to their communities. 

They work alongside visionary not-for-profit leaders 
to develop and drive exciting projects and fundraising 
campaigns.

They are realists and are fully aware of the great challenges 
and financial pressures faced by our communities. 

But they rise above the self-fulfilling gloom that can 
accompany change, are passionate about the art of the 
possible and are able to identify opportunities and new ways 
of getting things done amid the upheavals in the political, 
economic, social and technological landscapes.

They are people who want to give back to their communities 
by enabling the best of our charitable organisations to inspire 
donors, corporate partners, media outlets, grant makers and 
government to work together to have maximum impact. 

They give their money, time and networks to urgent and 
compelling charitable projects and infect others with their  
viral enthusiasm.

There are over 1 million charity trustees in the UK and 
millions of others who volunteer or fundraise within our 
thriving not-for-profit ecosystem.

We work with around 50 projects at any given time, so only 
see a small slice of the leaders who commit themselves 
to good causes, raise vast amounts of money and create 
incredible social capital through their fundraising and other 
charitable work.

Being anxious in the face of today’s dramatic world events is 
understandable, but becoming cynical and miserable is an  
easy option.

From what we see on a daily basis (to quote Yeatsian doom 
and gloom) “the best” do not “lack all conviction”.

Far from it. The best are just quietly getting on with it: giving 
their time, positive energy and money to help unite others 
behind transformational projects.

Big vision charitable projects, and the fundraising  
leaders who enable them, have the potential to heal our 
divided communities.

We hope some of the following case studies – a few of the  
many projects we have been working on – inspire others to  
find a charity with a transformational project and get  
involved in making our communities better places for  
future generations.

Inspiring fundraising leadership
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Client spotlights

Veterans Aid: care for veterans
There are around 4.5 million veterans in the UK and over 
20,000 men and women leave the Armed Forces each 
year. Veterans Aid provides a “hand up” and not just a “hand 
out” to these ex-servicemen and women in crisis, including 
homelessness. In 2016 the Charity provided 22,000 nights 
of accommodation. To develop this work further, we planned 
and managed a campaign to help Veteran’s Aid raise funds 
to upgrade and expand its hostel in East London. Over £7.4 
million has been raised to date and the redevelopment will 
be completed later this year. 

St Margaret the Queen, Streatham Hill: leading 
innovation in community support
We have been working with St Margaret’s team on an 
innovative project to reconfigure and modernise the internal 
space of the Church. The regeneration project will enable it 
to become a community hub with space available for a wide 
range of events and activities as well as a new café, kitchen 
and bakery. Working in partnership with local charities, 
the Church will also provide vital outreach work including 
increased foodbank facilities and a youth work group to 
support local need.

Buttle UK: leading the response to child poverty
Buttle UK has been helping children and young people in 
crisis across the UK since 1953 through its special grant 
programmes. From children affected by domestic abuse 
to young people estranged from their families, Buttle UK 
ensures each child or young person is supported and 
their needs are addressed. The Charity often helps those 
whose vital needs are not being met by statutory or other 
traditional routes of support. 

One of our teams worked with Buttle’s Trustees and senior 
management to plan and establish the Chances for Children 
Campaign, with £1.5 million raised in just under a year.

Diverse Abilities: leading the campaign for 
transitional care
Diverse Abilities is Dorset’s only disability charity providing a 
lifetime of support for children and adults living with profound 
and complex physical and learning disabilities. We are pleased 
to be working with Diverse Abilities on its latest stage of 
development, to upgrade its Therapy Hub in Poole.

St George’s Crypt, Leeds: 90 years of caring for  
the homeless
We are very pleased to be working with St George’s Crypt in 
Leeds to support the development of its project to provide 
housing and rehabilitation for the homeless of Leeds.

Blueprint for Better Business: leading the 
movement to put people back at the heart  
of business
Blueprint exists to support and challenge business to be a 
force for good. It does this by encouraging companies to 
operate true to a purpose that serves society, respects the 
dignity of people and thereby generates a fair return for 
responsible investors. 

We have worked with the Charity to establish a case for 
support as well as fundraise for core operational funding from 
individual major donors and foundations. Over £1.5 million  
has been raised so far towards its £2 million goal.

City Harvest London: leading London’s campaign 
to eradicate food poverty
Incredibly, despite being one of the most successful and 
prosperous cities in the world, it is estimated that 2.25 
million people live in poverty in London and have insufficient 
and/ or poor quality food. These Londoners are not only 
the homeless on the streets, those in hostels, shelters 
and refuges, but also the elderly and 1.2 million people 
in working families. It is estimated that 46% of inner city 
children fall within this group. 

Meanwhile, 3 million tonnes of nutritious surplus food from 
manufacturers, retailers, restaurants and the hospitality 
industry is sent to landfill. City Harvest collects surplus food 
and delivers it to organisations that feed the needy across 
London. This bridges the gap between the generators of 
surplus food who cannot distribute it and those organisations 
that need food but cannot collect it. We are pleased to be 
working with City Harvest to develop the next phase of its 
fundraising strategy.

Many of our clients have been leading the way 
with innovative and transformational projects and 
fundraising campaigns across education, health, 
social welfare and culture and the arts:

Leading the campaign to address homelessness
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Royal Trinity Hospice, Clapham: the UK’s  
oldest hospice
We have provided full fundraising management services  
to the UK’s oldest hospice since 2006 and bring a wide  
range of income generation expertise to Royal Trinity’s 
annual fundraising, capital campaigns and legacy  
promotion work.

Leicester Children’s Hospital
Over the years, it has been our privilege to work on a 
number of children’s and maternity hospital projects: from 
Sydney to Oxford – from Adelaide to Addenbrooke’s in 
Cambridge. Over the last year we have been working with 
the Leicester Hospital Charity team to pave the way for 
major developments in children’s services at the Leicester 
Royal Infirmary.

St Christopher’s, Hospice Sydenham: the UK’s 
first modern hospice
Founded in 1967 by Dame Cicely Saunders, St Christopher’s 
aims to promote and provide skilled and compassionate 
palliative care of the highest quality. We have supported  
the Hospice’s fundraising team for over 10 years and 
are now working with them to plan and launch its 50th 
Anniversary Campaign.   

Arthur Rank Hospice, Cambridge: the UK’s 
newest hospice care centre
In November 2016 the new Arthur Rank Hospice opened 
to patients in Cambridge with over £8.3 million raised in a 
targeted capital fundraising campaign.

Southwark Playhouse Theatre: leading 
opportunities for new and emerging talent
The Playhouse provides a platform for new and emerging 
theatre companies and practitioners to showcase their work 
in London. We are working with the Theatre to support 
exciting plans to create a new and permanent home for the 
Playhouse in Elephant & Castle.  

Taunton and Somerset NHS Foundation Trust:  
Love Musgrove Charity
Since July 2015 we have been working with the Trust to 
develop and establish sustainable fundraising for the Love 
Musgrove Charity. In April 2017 the Team launched its first 
£1 million capital campaign for an additional MRI Scanner at 
Musgrove Park Hospital.

Royal College of Paediatricians and Child Health:  
leadership in paediatric academic research
The College’s mission is to transform child health through 
knowledge, innovation and expertise. Compton worked 
with the College to establish a case for support and 
identify potential funders for a Children’s Research Capacity 
Development Fund. The Fund aims to increase clinical 
and non-clinical research training posts and nurture future 
children’s health research leaders.

Born Free Foundation: leading on keeping 
animals in the wild
We are pleased to be working with the Trustees and 
management team of the Born Free Foundation to develop 
its next phase of fundraising.

Environmental Defense Fund: leading 
environmental advocacy
EDF is one of the world’s largest environmental charities, 
with more than two million members and a staff of 550 
scientists, economists, policy experts, and other professionals 
around the world. The organisation is focused on tackling 
the most urgent environmental threats through practical 
solutions. Having recently opened its new European office in 
London, we were appointed to provide major gifts consulting 
services as the EDF team established its fundraising strategy.

Leading end of life care, education and research

Leading the development of NHS charities

The Trusted Name in Fundraising

University of Kent, Canterbury
We conducted a fundraising resources study for the 
University to test and develop a capital fundraising plan for 
a proposed Writer’s retreat. We also worked with the Kent 
Business School to identify supporters and develop a case for 
support for an Enterprise Fund. 

Leadership in higher education



The Trusted Name in Fundraising

    

Compton Fundraising Consultants is the UK’s leading full-service fundraising management consultancy.

We work in partnership with our clients’ boards, staff, and volunteers to help plan and manage all aspects of their fundraising and 
development programmes. We employ a team of professionals, each of whom have a proven track record of success in their specialist 
field, be it capital campaign management, consulting, information technology, prospect research, marketing, business planning and 
training: in short, all the areas needed to deliver challenging fundraising goals.

Fundraising reviews, audits and other assessments

•  Reviews and audits of fundraising plans and programmes

•  Database and Gift Aid reviews

Capital, major gifts fundraising

•  Capital fundraising resources studies

•  Full service, capital campaign management

•  Periodic consulting services – including major gift audits  
 and plans

Annual, operational fundraising

•  Interim fundraising and executive management services

•  Customised training and accreditation programmes

•  Formal mentoring programmes to in-house fundraising  
 team members

Legacy, endowment fundraising

•  Reviews of legacy promotional programmes and materials

•  Development of tailored planned giving programmes 

•  Full service, legacy campaign management

Marketing and communications consulting

•  Public and community relations audits

•  Member and supporter surveys

•  Marketing and communications reviews and plans

•  Development of a fundraising case for support

•  Review of digital fundraising and communications tools

Grant making trusts and foundations
Our highly successful specialist unit:

•  Conducts customised research

•  Tailored reviews of current trust fundraising

•  Delivers cost effective proposal writing programmes

Our Services

Compton Fundraising Consultants Ltd

Leamington Spa t: 01926 614555    London t: 020 7038 3555

www.comptonfundraising.co.uk

Wycombe Abbey School: leadership in  
girls’ education

We have been working with the UK’s leading boarding school 
for girls since 2014. Our main role has been to reinvigorate 
the School’s fundraising, marketing and communications 
office as well as manage its capital campaigns. Most recently 
we completed a major capital campaign to fund two new 
boarding houses with over £6 million raised from parents 
and alumnae. We are now exploring the fundraising potential 
for other capital projects across the School. 

1851 Commission: leadership in nurturing 
science, technology and engineering talent

The 1851 Commission - one of the legacies of the Great 
Exhibition - awards some 25 postgraduate Fellowships and 
Scholarships a year, for advanced study and research in 
science, engineering, the built environment and design.   
We were appointed to develop the Commission’s  
fundraising strategy and advise on the establishment of  
a legacy campaign. 

Leadership in schools and colleges

Over 60 years of consulting work, around 20% of our clients have been schools and colleges. Current clients 
range from Wycombe Abbey School (the UK’s leading girl’s boarding school) to St Thomas More Language 
College in Chelsea: from Calday Grammar School on the Wirral, to King Alfred School in Hampstead.

For a no-obligation discussion of your fundraising needs please contact us.


